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not state more definitely what he means by
poetry. Let us take another interesting and
suggestive definition. It was Coleridge who
said, " The opposite of poetry is not prose
but science; the opposite of prose is not
poetry but verse/' That seems to me an
even more fertile statement. It means that
poetry is a certain sort of emotion, which
may be gentle or vehement, but can be
found both in verse and prose; and that its
opposite is the unemotional classification
of phenomena, the accurate statement of
material laws; and that poetry is by no
means the rhythmical and metrical ex-
pression of emotion, but emotion itself,
whether it be expressed or not

I do not wholly demur to Mr. MackaiFs
statement, if it may be held to mean that
poetry is the expression of a sort of rapturous
emotion, evoked by beauty, whether that
beauty is seen in the forms and colours of
earth, its gardens, fields, woods, hills, seas,
its sky-spaces and sunset glories; or in the
beauty of human faces and movements; or
in noble endurance or generous action. For
that is the one essential quality of poetry,
that the 'thing or thought, whatever it is,
should strike the mind as beautiful, and